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THE JOHN RUSKIN PRIZE 2019: SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday 3rd June 2019 

 

The John Ruskin Prize 2019 Shortlist Exhibition 

AGENT OF CHANGE 

12th July – 24 August 2019 

 The Holden Gallery, Manchester 

Photo Call and Press Preview: 5pm, Thursday 11th July 2019 

Preview & Prize Winners Announcements: 6 – 8.30pm, Thursday 11th July 2019 

Selected from a record number of entries, prize organisers visual literacy charity The Big Draw joined with the prize’s 
founder and core supporter, Ruskin’s own charity The Guild of St George, announce the shortlist for The John Ruskin 
Prize 2019.  

Responding to this year’s prize theme: Agent of Change, 41 artists and designers, working across a broad range of 
disciplines, have been selected from over 1260 entries for The John Ruskin Prize 2019. The 2019 selection panel 
considered over 3000 artworks by artists at all stages of their careers. 

From the shortlist, 3 winners will be announced and awarded their share of the £5000 Prize fund at the Private View 
and Prize Giving to be held at The Holden Gallery, Manchester on 11 July 2019. 

The John Ruskin Prize 2019 Shortlisted artists are: 

Balal Aquil, Omid Asadi, Lucy Burscough, Tracey Bush, Duncan Cameron, Faye Claridge, Judy Clarkson, Wayne Clough, 
Connor Coulston, Sarah Craske, Smout Allen Design Research, Sarah Duncan,  Lisa Earley, Kate Genever, Nigel 
Goldsmith, Evagelia Hagikalfa, Martin Hearne, Michelle Heron, Harriet Mena Hill, Marguerite Horner, Benedict 
Hughes, Juliette Losq, Pinkie Maclure, Farwa Moledina, Julie Moss, Fronc Ng,  Kazuki Nishinaga, Shanti Panchal, Lucy 
Pass, Lee John Phillips, Hilary Powell, Mike S Redmond & Faye Coral Johnson, Gabrielle Roberts-Dalton, Conor Rogers, 
Katrin Spranger, Emilia Symis, Kathy Taylor, Danny Treacy, Chao Wang, Pip Woolf and Colin Yates. 

The 2019 shortlist was selected by: 

Hew Locke, Artist; Barbara walker MBE, Artist; Jessie Brennan, Artist; Dr Rachel Dickinson, Director of Education, Guild 
of St George and Principal Lecturer Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Manchester Metropolitan University; Dr 
Jonathan Foyle, Architectural Historian, Broadcaster & Artist, Professor Tim Brennan, Artist & Head of Art, Manchester 
Metropolitan University and Kate Mason, Director, The Big Draw 

The shortlist exhibition ‘Agent of Change’ is curated by: Rachel Price and Zoe Watson  
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The Prize’s Managing-Director, Rachel Price comments: 

 “ With the values of the radical Victorian polymath and social reformer John Ruskin at its core, and with his 
 legacy in the spotlight in the bicentenary year of his birth, we are proud that the often challenging themes 
 explored through The John Ruskin Prize resonate so strongly with contemporary artists and designers across 
 the nation. 

 The overwhelming response to this year’s theme ‘Agent of Change’ highlights the active role of artists as 
 perception shifters and catalysts of positive change in our society. The selected artists’ concerns are as diverse 
 as their material approaches with works that are teeming with passion, dedication and wit. As Ruskin did some 
 150 years ago, the selected artists shed new light and innovative perspectives on societal, political and 
 environmental issues - the collective voice from the 2019 shortlist is a refreshing antidote to apathy - 
 with a stark and sometimes satirical reminder that sitting on the fence never changed a thing”.  

As John Ruskin once said: 

 “What we think, or what we know, or what we believe is, in the end, of little consequence. The only 
 consequence is what we do.” 

For this year’s shortlist the theme: ‘Agent of Change’ is explored through painstaking projects, in depth research, 
tongue in cheek criticisms, and unapologetic protest. The shortlist have created a collective sense of urgency as 
capitalism, consumer culture, toxic debt, climate change, class and cultural divides; issues both global and closer to 
home are top of the agenda. 

The Prize 

The John Ruskin Prize is now in its 5th year and in a nationwide call invited entries from established and emerging 
artists and designers aged 18 or over living, working or studying in the United Kingdom. The Award is £5000 with 
£3000 going to the Winner, and £1000 going to both the Second Prize winner and Student Prize Winners. 

Winners will be announced on Thursday 11th July at a private view and prize giving ceremony at The Holden Gallery, 
Manchester.  The shortlist exhibition, Agent of Change, will be on display from 12th July – 24th August 2019. The 
exhibition will be free and open to all. 

ENDS 

CONTACT  

For quotes, images and interviews, please contact Rachel Price on 0203 758 4118 or email press@thebigdraw.org.  

NOTES TO EDITOR  

The John Ruskin Prize 2019 Shortlist Exhibition: Agent of Change  
The Holden Gallery, Manchester Metropolitan University, Grosvenor Building, Cavendish St, Manchester M15 6BR 
Photo call and Press Preview: 5pm, Thursday 11th July 2019 
Preview & Prize Giving:  6 – 8.30pm, Thursday 11th July 2019 
Shortlist Exhibition: 12th July – 24th August 2019 
Open Wednesday – Saturday 12 – 6pm (late on Thursdays until 7pm), Free entry. 
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The John Ruskin Prize was inaugurated in 2012 by The Guild of St. George and The Big Draw (formerly the Campaign 
for Drawing). The John Ruskin Prize is the fastest growing multi-disciplinary art prize in the UK. The Prize aims to 
uphold John Ruskin’s beliefs whilst challenging the nation’s artists to respond to challenging themes. The resulting 
exhibitions have attracted diverse audiences and received wide critical acclaim.  For further information please visit: 
ruskinprize.co.uk  

The Big Draw is a visual literacy charity promoting the universal language of drawing as a tool for thought, creativity, 
social and cultural engagement. The Big Draw (formerly the Campaign for Drawing) was launched in 2000 by The Guild 
of St George, - the charity founded by John Ruskin in 1871 - becoming an independent arts education charity in 2006. 
In addition to running The John Ruskin Prize and a visual literacy programme, the charity is the founder and driving 
force behind the world’s biggest celebration of drawing, The Big Draw Festival: thebigdraw.org  

John Ruskin (1819-1900) was a polymath. As a writer, he commanded international respect. He was an art critic and 
an art patron, a skilled draughtsman and talented watercolourist, and a fierce critic of prevailing social and political 
norms. He wrote about nature and architecture, craftsmanship, geology, botany, Greek myth, education. Driven by his 
deep faith in social justice, he established the Guild of St. George in the 1870s to right some of the social wrongs of 
the day and make England a happier and more beautiful place in which to live and work.  

The Guild of St George is an educational charity for arts, crafts and the rural economy, founded by John Ruskin in 1871. 
Today, with more than 270 Companions, it continues to promote Ruskin’s values in the modern world. As well as its 
Ruskin Collection, cared for by Museums Sheffield, the Guild owns land in the Wyre Forest and elsewhere, and funds 
public engagement projects throughout the UK, together with conferences, publications, lectures and symposiums, all 
designed to encourage the use of Ruskin’s ideas to make the world a better place to live in. 

In 2000 the Guild founded The Campaign for Drawing. This grew into the modern, independent charity, The Big Draw, 
to which the Guild still makes an annual donation. In 2012, the Guild founded The John Ruskin Prize with The Big 
Draw. Like many of the Guild’s activities, the Prize aims to encourage people to explore Ruskinian values and ideas in 
the context of contemporary life. Visit guildofstgeorge.org.uk for more information. 

Ruskin200 is worldwide celebration and gathering of the many people, places and enterprises devoted to Ruskin and 
his work to mark the bicentenary of Ruskin’s birth (8 February 1819). For a selection of upcoming activities as part of 
Ruskin200 please visit: ruskin200.com  

Ruskin in Manchester will celebrate the legacy of John Ruskin (1819-1900) in Manchester, in the year that marks the 
200th anniversary of the birth of this visionary thinker, with a programme of public events taking place across summer 
2019. As an artist, writer, social reformer, philanthropist and ecologist, Ruskin’s is a legacy that shapes our world and 
lives in so many ways. Whilst Ruskin was troubled by the pollution and poor working conditions he found in 19th 
century Manchester, he would come to have a strong association with the city and influence the changes that took 
place to address such issues. Supported by the Guild of St George (the education charity founded by Ruskin in 1871) 
and Manchester Metropolitan University, Ruskin in Manchester will see cultural organisations across the city 
partnering to explore the world of Ruskin through exhibitions, talks and activities. For events please visit: 
ruskinprize.co.uk/manchester 

For further information please contact:  

Rachel Price, The John Ruskin Prize Managing-Director | The Big Draw HQ, The Electrician’s Shop, Trinity Buoy Wharf, 
London, E14 0JY  | T: +44 (0)20 758 4118 | E: rachel@thebigdraw.org | E: press@thebigdraw.org 

mailto:rachel@thebigdraw.org
mailto:press@thebigdraw.org

